
Botanical Illustration in Watercolours Level One 

 

 MORNING AFTERNOON TECHNICAL SYNOPSIS 

Day 1: 
Drawing Skills/ 
Critical observations 

We will get out into the grounds of the Chateau to 
practise our sketching, looking specifically at form and 
proportion.  There will be drawing exercises focusing 
solely on the negative space around the plant/flower to 
challenge our ways of observing. 

After lunch we will do some studio based 
drawing, focusing on accuracy and measuring 
using aides such as a viewing grid. 

-Observation skills 
-Measuring techniques 
-Improved accuracy 
-Perspective 
 

Day 2: 
Brush techniques 
 
 
 

A trip to Revel market to purchase a small plant or fresh 
flowers for the afternoons painting session. 

After lunch, we will do studio work, looking at 
different techniques of applying watercolour 
paint, such as wet-on-dry, wet-on-wet, damp 
brush and dry brush, pulling out colour and 
practise some colour renderings of our market 
finds. 

-Watercolour application 
methods 
-Brush techniques 

Day 3: 
Colour theory and 
layering 
 
 
 

Starting in the studio we will go over some basic colour 
theory, colour temperature, mixing of colours and 
layering of the different brush techniques we learnt the 
day before to create form and tone. 

After lunch, we will head outside and bring 
together all the drawing and painting techniques 
we have covered so far to do a small, fully 
rendered illustration. 

-Colour theory 
-Colour mixing 
-Form through layering of 
different brush techniques  

Day 4: 
Composition and 
style 

We will look at examples of different styles of botanical 
art to see which you connect with personally.  We will 
then design and sketch out your final artwork. 

In the afternoon, we will trace out your sketched 
compositions on to A3 paper and start applying 
our base washes in watercolour. 

-Defining personal style 
-Balanced composition 
-Tracing accuracy 

Day 5: 
Layering and shading 
 

Having applied the base washes, we will now focus on 
building tone and depth, looking at highlights and 
shadows, being aware of warm and cool tones. 

After lunch, we will have an informal review of 
the progress of each other’s pieces.  Stepping 
back and having an objective look at the works to 
see which areas might need adjustment. 

-Build tone and depth 
-Warm and cool tones 
-Critical review 

Day 6: 
Final Touches 
 

The final stage is adding contrast and fine line detail, 
employing the damp brush and dry brush techniques 
we learnt earlier in the course. 

Our last session, will be used to add fine line 
detail, sharpen up edges and add any 
presentation details such as Latin script. 

-Contrast 
-Fine line detailing 
-Presentation 


